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THe WaAsTAGE OF Horses. 


An old proverb says we never miss the water till 
the well runs dry. The wisdom of the many does 
not trouble the Board of Agriculture, and prdverbial 
philosophy teaches it no lessons. When war in 
South Africa was worrying every other department, 
and the want of horses was a most prominent item 
among the causes of inefficiency and loss, the Board 
of Agriculture preserved its usual passive indiffer- 
ence, and went on isolating swine and issuing tracts 
as though the horse was to it an unknown animal. 
In the early part of the war what would the military 
leaders not have given for 2,000 seasoned horses? 
And yet the Board of Agriculture permits the wastage 
of more than 2,000 horses every year. Last year 
the number was nearly 3,000, and this year we are 
losing at the rate of 54 a week, and no attempt is 
made to control the disease. 


We say advisedly no attempt, because the exist- 
ing regulations are useless, and the Board of Agri- 
culture knows they are useless. Up to this day we 
have lost from glanders over 500 horses this year, 
and many little horse-owners have been ruined. 

No man at the Board dare say he is ignorant of 
what is required. They confess the existing regula- 
tions are useless, but plead that the British Govern- 
ment is just now unable to meet the expense of 
stamping out disease. If the plea were made in 
reference to some scheme which could wait, which 
though valuable was not essential, we could under- 
stand it. Money only is wanted to stamp out glan- 
ders, and the refusal of the money means the loss 
of 3,000 horses certain. At present Local Authori- 
ties do their best to control the disease, but are 
powerless because the Board of Agriculture will not 
assist. Probably £20,000 a year is spent by Local 
Authorities without result, and horse owners lose 
£50,000 a year in addition. This loss is a national 
loss, and might be saved after two or three years 
directed effort. Unless the law is amended the 
expense goes on, and year after year our horse 
supply suffers this gross wastage —because the 
British Government is tco poor to prevent it. 
Parliament and the Treasury have not been told the 
truth. For years questions have been asked in the 
House of Commons with the object of letting light 
Upon the subject, but the answers prompted by the 

ard have been always untrue or evasive, and so 
one preventable disease is allowed to destroy about 

V00 horses every year. 


or Post-Mortem Evipence. 


This is not a very clear title, but we shall 
endeavour to make it intelligible by reference to one 
or two cases recently reported in The Veterinary 
Record. We commented on some cases in which 
veterinary experts gave conflicting opinions. We 
now wish to draw attention to those cases 
in which there is sometimes no veterinary evi- 
dence, or no evidence of post-mortem examination. 
In acase part heard at Newcastle no veterinary 
evidence was given. A horse-slaughterer was per- 
mitted to give his opinion on the condition of the 
dead horse when he opened it. Now this man’s 
evidence was worse than useless, and so far as we 
could understand it was simply a statement of con- 
ditions due to decomposition. The horse was 
bought at auction, taken home next day and put to 
work although it had not eaten its food. It was 
continued at work, though not feeding, and died. 
Now without a post-mortem no one could possibly 
say what the cause of death was, and nothing in the 
evidence was mentioned which was not quite com- 
patible with an attack of influenza occurring after 
the sale. 

In another case of alleged starvation, report of 
which we recently reproduced from the lay press, 
there was no post-mortem made and therefore no 
one knew what the mares died from. There might 
have been a dozen different causes of death and 
yet a decision is arrived at without any evidence of 
a strictly reliable character being adduced to show 
the cause of death. 

This negligence is unfair to one party, and might 
be resorted to by unscrupulous persons with con- 
siderable profit to themselves. Without a post- 
mortem examination it is never safe for a jury to 
accept the cause of death from collateral or antece- 
dent conditions which might or might not have had 
much to do with the fatal termination. 


VETERINARY POoLitics 


In the report of the last meeting of the Midland 
Counties V.M.S., which we publish this week, will 
be found an address given by Mr. R. Trigger. We 
do not intend tocomment on it just now, but we 
draw attention to it as containing the views of an 
expert, and as being a fair and authoritative state- 
ment on many points of the greatest interest. Al- 
though there may be no burning question before the 
profession to excite unusual interest In the coming 
election of Council, Mr. Trigger’s address shows 
there are many subjects on which very different 
opinions may be held. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


KATAPHORESIS * AND ITS EMPLOYMENT IN VETERI- 
NARY SuRGERY.—By Dr. Vito Zacarrio (Clinica 
Vet.) 


' Experiments to incorporate drugs into men’s 
systems through the intact skin by means of elec- 
tricity dates back to the 18th century. Verati and 
Pivati believed they accomplished this if they 
rubbed the skin with glass tubes filled with 
medicine. 

Dr. Rossi, of Turin, experimented in the year 
1838 with the galvanic stream in place of electric 
friction. He dipped the electrode of a galvanic 
battery in sublimate solution, and whilst he placed 
it on the skin he succeeded in introducing mercury 
into the desired part of the body and in curing 
syphilitic swellings. Many works have appeared on 
this method of treatment, such as those of Brums, 
H. Munck, Legros and Onimus, Ciniselli, Sacffeld, 
etc. Later he succeeded in curing cases of herpes 
tonsurans in a like manner with sublimate. 

Erb proved the penetration of the drug into the 
body by examining the urine and saliva, and by 
observing toxic appearances. 

Bocculari and Menzieri, who in their trials fre- 
quently varied the direction of the stream, could 
prove the introduction of strychnine, atropine, 
quinine, and potassium iodide through the un- 
broken skin. 

Although besides the authors spoken of, many 
others have written on the questionable procedure, 
yet it has hitherto been little emp!oyed by veteri- 
nary surgeons. The treatment was recommended 
in communications by Lanzillotti, Buonsanti, Cadiot, 
Almy, Marcan and others who have tried it, but 
these communications are not existent in veteri- 
nary literature. 

The author has now employed Kataphoresis in 
dogs and has had a number of favourable results. 
Iodine, pilocarpine, and cocaine were kataphorised. 
For the employment of a constant stream a Char- 
dius apparatus was used which consisted of 24 zine 
charcoal elements. To the apparatus appliances are 
fixed for strengthening, varying, and measuring the 
stream. An ordinary electrode served as an anode 
in the experiments with cocaine and pilocarpine 
and it was covered with flannel and had a surface 
of 15 q.cm. An electrode of a like nature, but of 

eater surface, was dipped in the potassium iodide. 

he intensity of the stream is arranged according to 
the small or large surface of the electrode. The 
strength of the stream employed with cocaine and 
pilocarpine was 5 to six milliampéres, with potas- 
sium iodide 25. 

Before commencing experimenting the hair over 
the place it is intended to influence by the drug 
must be shaved. Here the author places the anode 
of his battery soaked in a 3 per cent. hydrochoric 
acid cocaine solution whilst he applies the kathode 


(* Kataphoresis—the introduction of “drugs into “the 
system through the skin by means of ointments or solutions 
applied by the electrode of a battery.—G.M.]} 


covered with a sponge soaked in a solution of com- 
mon salt on the back or nape of the neck or other 
desired place. 

According to the known electrolytic law the 
hydrochloric acid cocaine will now be split up into 
its constituent parts through the influence of the 
stream, and the cocaine carried into the body in the 
direction of the current. After five or six minutes 
of the stream,complete anesthesia is produced near 
the anode, so that the dog takes no notice of a 
needle thrust or cutting. At that part of the body 
where the kathode is situated no change of sensi- 
bility is noticeable. In a like manner pilocarpine 
can be absorbed and incorporated if the anode is 
similarly treated with a 1 per cent. hydrochloric 
acid solution of the drug. Following the employ- 
ment of the current the dog showed in two minutes 
salivary flow, violent vcmiting of saliva, slime and 
gall, and 15 minutes laterdiarrhcea. These appear- 
ances ceases after half-an-bour. 

Another dog in which the stream was employed 
for three minutes died of pilocarpine poisoning. This 
method is of practical value in producing local 
anwsthesia with cocaine, and by it amputation of 
the tail and ear, tracheotomy, as well as extirpation 
of tumours can be painlessly performed. 

Potassium iodide is used in a 1 to 4 per cent. 
solution with the positive electrode. That iodine 
can be introduced into the system by an electric 
current can be easily proved by examining the 
urine. With a1 per cent. potassium iodide solu- 
tion at the anode a swelling as big as an apple 
(fibrous hypertrophy of the subcutaneous bursa with 
induration of the surrounding connective tissue of 
the elbow joint in a dog) was removed by two em- 
ployments of the current for 10 minutes at a time 
and of a strength of 15 m-a. Twenty-four hours 
after the first application the swelling was hot, pain- 
ful, and cedematous, which symptoms disappeared 
after a few days, gradually reducing the hyperplasia. 
Ten days later this treatment was repeated with a 
like result, so that within a space of 14 days the 
swelling had vanished. 

The author, from his trials, concludes thai kata- 
phoresis may be very useful in veterinary surgery, 
and that it deserves more notice than has hitherto 
been given to it. It may be especially useful in the 
productign of local cocaine .anwsthesia in dogs and 
larger animals. Further, iodine can be employed in 
a suitable way so that the disadvantages of puncture, 
such as abscesses, entrance of air etc., occurring 10 
iodine injections may be avoided. ms 

The author believes this employment of iodine 
will be of great use in the treatment of hygromas, 
and if they are chronic and hardened, in swelling 
and induration of glands, actinomycotic tumours, 
tendonitis, etc. The method could be used to sup- 
press the function of a gland, and in this way heal 
salivary fistula. 

It is to be hoped that the medical and surgical 
institute at our university will resort to the practical 
employment of kataphoresis and give full considera- 
tion to the views of the author Peter.—Ez. Berline! 
Thier. Woch. 

G. M. 
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PULMONARY FILARIASIS. 


A horse was killed for suspected glanders, and 
Drouin found nodules in the lungs which at first 
sight he took to be chronic glanders. He made a 
section of one of the nodules which was as big as 
a small nut, and therefore larger than a glanders 
nodule, and found a fibrous periphery 2 to 3 im.m. 
thick without any traces of calcareous infiltration. 
It contained a nucleus of a fibro-caseous nature, 
not adherent to the walls and therefore easily 
squeezed out. This substance was yellowish white, 
of spongy consistency, and reduced to powder on 
pressure. The animal had a “summer sore” as big as 
two fists on the hip. Drouin called the cordition 
pulmonary filariasis, and a further examination of 
other sections of nodules revealed the presence of 
larve of the nematode filaria irritans, disposed in 
spirals and layers as described by Rivolta and 
Lanlanie. It was in fact a case of pulmonary locali- 
sation of the parasite which is the cause of ‘summer 
sore. 

In other horses suspected of glanders similar 
lesions to those just described were found. Mallein 
had given negative results.—B. de Soc. Cent. de 
Méd. Vet. 

[The Arabs assert that ‘ Bursattee’’ always 
affects the nose and lungs. If true, can any reader 
identify filaria irritans of summer sore with the 
kunkur of bursattee, for that is a larval form of a 
nematode, and a similar condition to that described 
above is frequently found in the lungs.—F. E. P.] 


Upper InJecTION or AIR. 


Bergstrand has succeeded in obtaining 100 per 
cent. cures in milk fever by air injection. 

Jacobsens cured 150 successive cases, and out of 
another 36 he obtained 34 recoveries, the other two 
died of pneumonia and had been treated with 
iodide of potassiuny injections before resorting to 
air. 

Almgren treated eight cases successfully with 
mixed injections of pot. iod. and air, and the cures 
were slower than those cases in which he used air 
alone.—Svenske Veterinartidschrift. 


Leap Porsonina. 

A quantity of oxide of lead paint was left ina 
field and a cow licked it up, 48 hours after the cow 
lost her milk and went off her feed, next day she 
stopped chewing her cud. When the V-.S. arrived 

€ was informed that she had severe colic in the 
night ; he found her tucked up, back arched, head 
resting on the manger, muscular action feeble, she 
fell and could not rise again, the conjunctiva in- 
jected, ears drooping and cold, eyes sunken, loss of 
sight, muscular tremors, foetid diarrhoea, thready 
pulse, quickened breathing, the animal was comatose 
and died a few hours later. 

_ Post-mortem.—Subcutaneous connective tissue 
infiltrated and spotted with small haemorrhages, 
muscles pale, the mucous membrane of the tongue 
pharynx and larynx and upper part of the trachea 
had 2 decided greyish tinge. That of the rumen 
and other stomachs was congested, the leaves of the 
abomasum were greyish, the epithelium adhered to 
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the food, which had a decidedly leaden hue, and 
_ there were distinct traces of the paint in this stomach. 
There was intense gastro-enteritis, the liver showed 
traces of fatty degeneration, the spleen was conges- 
ted, and kidneys inflamed, the brain was congested 
with ventricular dropsy and the spinal medulla was 
hyperwmic.—B. Soc. des Sc. Vét. 

F, E. P. 


EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


| ‘The twenty-eighth annual meeting was held on Thurs- 
iday, February 18th, at the Royal Hotel, Norwich, when 
' the President, Mr. F. Morton Wallis, of Halstead, was 
supported by a good muster of members. There were 
ie: Messrs. JJ. Hammond, Bale; J. D. Overed, 
slofield; R. Howard, Thetford; F. B. O. Taylor, Wes- 
J. K. Gooch, Holt; T. Anger, Wymondham; 
W. F. cowes, Norwich; J. Simpson, Maidenhead ; 
G. Mayall, Norwich; F. Thurston, Fressingtield; W. 
Shipley, Yarmouth; G.C. Hunting, Stalham; S. Smith, 
Lowestoft; J. Godbolt, Stowmarket; F. Wrage, Lon- 
don; A. S. Auger, Saxmundham ; and the Hon. See, 
Mr. H. P. Standley, Wymondham. 

Letters regretting inability to attend were received 
from Messrs. T. G. Heatley, A. Holl, P. J. Mullane, 
C. C. Nesling, F. Airey, Prof. M’Fadyean, Prof. J. 
Pritchard, H. T. Downe, J. Barr, J. EK. Kitchin, J. 
Cleveland, W. Bower, W. M. Reeman, I. Wilkinson, 
P. Turner, E. Leach, T. KE. Banham, Bray, and EK. Mar- 
garson. 

The minutes of the last meeting, at Yarmouth, were 
confirmed. 


New MEMBER. 

Mr. F. Atrery, of King’s Lynn, who had been nomi- 
nated by Mr. W. Shipley, was now elected. 

Mr. F. B. Dirmas, of Feltwell, was nominated on the 
proposal of the Hon. Sec., seconded by Mr. Shipley. 

FINANCIAL, 

The Hon. Sec. presented the accounts for the year 
which showed that beginning with a balance in hand of 
£45 Os. 3d., there was after expending £9 9s. in sub- 
scriptions and defraying all expenses a credit balance at 
the bankers of £45. 

Mr. F. Tourston moved the adoption of the balance 
sheet. 

Mr. F. W. Wrace, in seconding, congratulated the 
Treasurer on the very able way in which he had 
managed their finances, so that there was only a 
difference of threepence betw en their balance at the 
beginning and at the end of the year. 

The accounts were then adopted. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS, 

Mr. Shipley said they had been exceedingly pleased 
with the way in which the President had carried out his 
duties, and he had great pleasure in proposing that he 
be asked to retain the oftice for another year. 

Mr. 8. Sinith seconded, and Mr. A. 5. Auger sup 
ported the proposal, which was carried amid applause. 

The Prestpent expressing his thanks said he did not 
feel worthy of the honour which he had hoped would 
have fallen to some one else. However, having been 
again placed in the office he would do his best to carry 
it out. (Applause). 

Viee-Presidents. 
Messrs. S. Smith, 
re-elected. 

Committee.—Mr. Tiurston moved the re-election of 
Messrs. T. KE. Auger, J. K. Gooch, R. Howard, W. F. 


On the proposition of Mr. Shipley, 
!.C. Hunting, and J. Pollock were 


Howes, W. Shipley, and J. D. Overed. 
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Mr. Smith seconded, and this was agreed to. 

Auditors._-Mr. Shipley said the auditors had done 
their work very well. and he proposed that Mr. W. M. 
Reeman and Mr. H. Buckingham be re-elected. 

Mr. F. Thurston seconded, and this was carried. 

Hon. See. aun:' Treas.—The President said there was 
really no need to re-elect their Hon. Sec. and Treasurer 
as Mr. Standley was so useful a man they could not do 
without him. As a matter of form he had mueh 
pleasure in proposing his re-election. He was quite sure 
they could not do better. (Applause). 

Mr. F. B. O. Taylor who seconded, said that as the 
late Secretary he knew a little of the work entailed. Mr. 
Standley had filled the office with credit to himself and 
to the Society. 
~ Che resolution was carried amid applause. 

Mr. 8. proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Standley 
for his past services. 


Mr. F. W. Wraaa, in seconding, said it was the fact of | 


having a good Secretary and Treasurer that so largely 
conduced to the Society’s success. 

The PrestpENT said he had very much pleasure in 
pens this resolution, because a good Secretary and 

reasurer was really a Committee and three-fourths of 
the President as well. He did not know what he could 
have done without Mr. Standley. (Applause.) 

The vote having been carried enthusiastically Mr. 
Standley said he was grateful for the kind references 
made to him, and he would always do all he could to 
further the interests of the Society in every way. 


BENEVOLENT FuUNDs. SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Mr. SHIPLEY proposed that the same subscriptions be 
iven as last year, £5 5s. to the Victoria Veterinary 
enevolent Fund, £2 2s. to the Royal Agricultural 
Benevolent Association, £1 1s. to the Sanitary Insti- 
tute, £1 1s. to the Institute of Public Health. This 
was agreed to. It was stated by Mr. A. S. Anger that 
the Agricultural Association votes had in the last two 
years been given through him to a Suffolk candidate. 

Mr. THurRsTON said that this year it should be the 
turn of Norfolk, and though a Suffolk member he would 
strongly recommend the claims of a Norfolk candidate 
who had been adopted by the Norfolk Chamber of 
Agriculture. He and his family had farmed for about a 
hundred years, but on account of failing health and eye- 
sight he was compelled to give up business, and was in 
very needy circumstances. 

Mr. SHIPLEY suggested that their votes shonld be sent 
to the Chairman of the Norfolk Provisional Committee 
and then they would be used on a candidate who was 
most likely to be successful. This Connnittee adopted 
three or four candidates every year and always got them 
elected. It was no use giving votes to indviduals who 
had no chance. 

It was resolved to adopt this suggestion. 

Mr. HAMMonp»D said that Norfolk received a good deal 
more than it subscribed, which showed the benefit of 
the Association. 


Exvection oF Councin R.C.V.S. 


Mr. SHIPLEY proposed that as in the past the Eastern 
Counties Society should combine with the Laneashire, 
Yorkshire, and Midland Societies in order to carry their 
candidate at the Council election. 

Mr. SMITH seconded. 

Mr. THURSTON said they had given their support for 
a good many years to Mr. Simpson, and they might 
adopt him again and then communicate with the 
Societies with which they co-operated. He moved that 
the arrangements be left in the hands of the Committee, 
to whom the members recommended Mr. J. Simpson. 

The Hon. Src. seconded, and Mr. F. Wrace sup- 
ported the resolution, which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. SIMPSON returned thanks for members’ kind wishes, 


| and said he hoped their efforts might again be successful 
in placing him on the Council. 


RESIGNATION. 


The Hon. Sec. said that Mr. Young, of Braintree, had 
written resigning his membership. The Secretary stated 
that Mr. Young had not been able to attend their 
meetings. 

Mr. F. B. O. [ayLtor moved that the resignation be 
accepted with regret. 

Mr. J. OVERED seconded, and this was agreed to. 


THE HEALTH CONGRESSES. 


The Hon. SEc. announced that he had received invi- 
tations for delegates to be sent to the annual Congress 
of the Sanitary Institute to be held at Glasgow from 
July 25th to July 30th, and of the Royal Institute of 
| ving" to be held at Folkestone from July 21st 

to 26th. 

Mr. SuHreLey moved that the Hon. Sec. be invited to 
attend at the Folkestone Congress as their delegate. 

Mr. SrMPSON said it was important that the veteri- 
nary profession shonld be represented at all these con- 

ferences. Heseconded the resolution, which was then 
carried. 

Mr. SHIPLEY proposed that it be left in the hands of 
the President to find a delegate to attend the Glasgow 
Congress. 

Mr. SIMPSON seconded, and this was agreed to. 


LecrurEes ON By Pror. M’FADYEAN. 


Mr. SHIPLEY said that at the last meeting of the 
Committee they discussed the great trouble they had to 
get members to read papers. He suggested that as 
country practitioners it would be a very good thing if 
they could get a course of lectures from Prof. M’Fad- 
-yean on bacteriology, and was asked to approach the 
Professor. They were not quite in touch with the 
scientists in London, and were not able to attend the 
ost-graduate lectures, and he therefore wrote to Prof. 
| M’Fadyean, who replied that at first he thought he 
‘could not find time to give such a course and must 
return a negative answer. But he felt that if it was at 
all possible he ought to meet their wishes, and he there- 
| fore gave his promise subject to mutually satisfactory 
arrangements being made, to deliver a course of lectures, 
and he did not think any less number than fonr would 
be of much good. Mr. Shipley said he would very much 
like to have sucha course delivered, and it would be for 
the Committee to decide whether they would be delivered 
in Norwich, Ispwich, or such centres as would he most 
convenient to the members. He was quite certain a 
course of lectures by Prof. M’Fadyean would be most 
valuable, and he believed it might be a means of attract- 
ing more,members to the Society. 

Mr. A.S. AucER asked whether the lectures would be 
given on consecutive days. : 

Mr. Surpuey said his idea was they should be given 
as early as possible on different dates. 

The PRESIDENT said this was a very important matter. 
There seemed to be increasing difficulty in obtaining 
papers at their meetings. The lectures would be of 
great practical use to some of them who were “ poor 
little country practitioners,” who did not often get t 
Londoh. 

Mr. A. 8. Auger thought the idea would meet with 
general approval. He would like to see the course begu” 
in the month of May, It would be exceedingly useft 
to have the lectures illustrated with microscopic slides. 

The President said this would be a sone qua non. 

Mr. Stmpson said he did not believe that any Associa 
tion throughout the country had ever thought of such a 
thing. It certainly never bad occurred to bin. | 

The PRESIDENT: It is a patent of Mr. Shipley’s. (AP- 
plause). 


| 
ii 
| 
an 
| 
| 
Ri 
| 
| 
| 


March 5, 1904 THE 


VETERINARY RECORD 561 


Mr. Srmpson said that as a member of the Society he 
thought very highly of it. Of course no one expected 
for a moment that these four lectures would make the 
members competent bacteriologists, but this work was so 
fascinating that it would whet their appetites, and those 
veterinary surgeons who had not gone in for bacteriology 
before would be inclined to investigate for themselves at 
home, and make better acquaintance with the micro- 
scope than they had ever done before. As Professor 
WE adyean was willing to come down there appeared 
to be no difficulties in the way. Even if it involved a 
small addition to the subscription it would be profitable 
and most interesting. 

Mr. Wrace asked whether the lectures would be inde- 
pendent of their ordinary meetings. 

Mr. Surpxey said he thought special meetings, would 
be held for the lectures, but the course might be conclu- 
ded at one of their ordinary meetings. 

Mr. Wrace said he was quite in favour of the lec- 
tures being given, and thought it an excellent idea, for 
which great praise was due to Mr. Shipley. 

The PREstDENT: Not the first time he has been a good 
friend to this Society by a good many. 

Mr. J. OVERED said that as some of the members might 
not be able to avail themselves of the privilege of attend- 
ing these lectures it would be a good thing to have the 
lectures fully reported and published. No doubt the 
Committee would consider this. 

Mr. G. MAYALL said he thought the winter months 
most suitable for the lectures. 

Mr. SHIPLEY said veterinary surgeons could get away 
better in the summer than in the winter. 
~ The PrestpENT said that if no more suggestions were 
offered he should take it the members were quite in 
favour of the proposal and desired the committee to 
work out the details at their next meeting. The mem- 
bers would agree with him in according a hearty vote of 
thanks to Mr. Shipley for his happy suggestion. 

The proposal was then carried. 


PLACE OF NEXT MEETING. 


The PresipENT asked the members to decide where 
they would hold their next meeting. The last one took 
_ at Yarmouth, and before that they met at Bury St. 

munds. Prior to that they held a meeting at 
Colchester. 

Mr. TayLor proposed that the next meeting be held 
at Ipswich, which was central, and they generally held 
the autumn meeting at Yarmouth. They should give 
the Suffolk and Essex members a chance to attend some 
of their meetings. 


Mr. A. S. AUGER seconded. 

Mr. Suip.ey suggested that this should simply be a 
recommendation to the Committee, because it might be 
advisable to drop the meeting and have one of Prof. 
WFadyean’s lectures instead. 

he members approved this suggestion. 


RHEUMATISM IN THE Dog—-SPECIMEN. 

Mr. H. Gray, of West Kensington, brought for in- 
Spection the spinal column of a dog which he had killed 
M consequence of its suffering from rheumatism and 
paralysis. During the early part of last year he was 
called to see this dog, which he found suffering intense 
agony. When touched it put out its left fore leg and 
‘creamed very much. After a time the pain would pass 
OH, but came on again when the dog moved suddenly. It 
Was also noticed that the symptoms were shown after 

ig. He came to the conclusion from experience | 
that it Was a case of ossification of the dura mater. | 
fter six weeks treatment the dog recovered, but he 
Warned the owner it was likely to become paralysed at | 
some future date. During last autumn the owner wrote 
m that the dog had been paralysed. Under treat- | 


ment it recovered for a time, but he noticed that the 
gait of the hind legs was affected. It went on all right 
till the early part of this week, when there was a recur- 
rence of the symptoms and he killed the dog. On 
making a post-mortem he found, just in front of where 
the nerve came out of the spinal marrow to supply the 
fore legs, a calcareous deposit on the dura mater, = a 
calcareous enlargement of the lumbar region, where there 
was also a tumour with a fatty appearance. The bone 
surrounding it accommodated itself to the tumour. 
rhis was a common disease in the dog, often mistaken 
for chronic rheumatism. Rheumatic influence had a 
lot to do with it, and it was palliated by anti-rheumatic 
treatment. Sometimes there were plates all along the 
dura mater; when a dog got a chill it was likely to 
cause swelling and pressure, and they might get pressure 
paralysis. This dog was nine or ten years old, 

Mr. Simpson said that Mr. Gray would certainly 
receive the thanks of the Society for bringing forward 
such an interesting post-mortem specimen. They 
frequently found cases presenting the symptoms he had 
described, and had not been able to attribute the real 
cause. In his own practice rheumatism in the dog was 
of very frequent occurrence, and he would like to ask 
Mr. Gray whether it had been his experience in these 
attacks of rheumatism, arising doubtless from some de- 
fect in the spinal cord, that the seat of the affection was 
the neck. One put it down to what it apparently was 
—rheumatism of the muscles of the neck. When the 
dog’s head was raised, or turned to the right or left, there 
was an equally loud scream. Other parts of the bod 
were also affected, but his experience was that the nec 
was the most common seat of affection. He had never 
investigated the disease to the extent of making the 
minute examination of the spinal cord that Mr. Gray 
had. He did not know whether all the cases which they 
termed rheumatism of the dog were attributable to this. 
If so he could hardly understand how readily many of 
them yielded to treatment. He used green globules; 
they were prepared by Parke, Davis and Company, the 
American druggists, and consisted of colchicine 1-250th 
gr. in methyl salicylate 3m. It was a patent medicine 
that anybody could obtain. They were given three or 
four times a day, and the effect was marvellous in the 
relief given to the subject. What Mr. Gray had said 
would give them food for reflection, and a good idea in 
recurring attacks of what their prognosis should be. If 
in future they could give as accurate a prognosis as Mr. 
Gray had given in this case it would add to their credit 
with their clients. 

Mr. Gray said that Mr. Simpson was quite correct so 
far as he had gone as to the neck being the principal 
location in which pain arose, but it was also very com- 
mon in the lumbar region. He had noticed that there 
was always increased sensation in the front of the 
lesion. There was another symptom he had frequently 
observed, the dog standing still screaming, with a swol- 
len neck. These eases could be palliated and the animal 
might live for ‘a long time without showing any more 
symptoms, but they were likely torecur. He also found 
associated with these lesions chronic lesions of the kid- 
neys, and also of the valves of the heart. He looked 
upon it as a senile process, of which rheumatism was the 
result—not a cause. Being weak, if a dog took a chill, 
or got into a draught, it would go to that part and set 
np active irritation and consequently pain. Sodium 
salicylate and iodide of potassium would often dispose of 
the symptoms in a few days. 

SaLivaRy CALCULUS. 

Mr. W. Howes submitted an interesting specimen of a 

salivary calculus taker from a cart horse which, he ex- 


plained, he removed from the parotid duct. It weighed 
three ounces, and he had never heard of such a heavy 
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one before. The subject made a good recovery without 
very much attention. He believed the composition of 
the calculus was phosphate of lime. They were com- 
monly small. This one he found just where the duct 
entered the mouth. It could be felt from the inside, but 
he removed it from the outside. He did not know what 
it was till he got it out. The duct was one-third of an 
inch thick but it healed up all right. There was great 
swelling. 
(7'o be continued.) 


MIDLAND COUNTIES’ 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on Friday afternoon, February 12th The 
President (Mr. F. H. Gibbings, of Nottingham) oceu- 
pied the chair, and there were also present the following 
members: Messrs. W. Hunting and F. W. Wragg, Lon- 
don ; A. W. Mason, Leeds ; R. C. Trigger, Neweastle- 
under-Lyme ; T. Duckworth, Ashbourne ; G. Prickett, 
Walsall ; H. L. Pemberton, Bridgworth ; G. Smith, 
Tunstall, J. F. Taylor, Birmingham ; J. W. Coe, Stoke- 
on-Trent ; J. Malcolm and J. Blakeway, Birmingham ; 
F. L. Gooch, Stamford ; T. Chambers, Dudley ; E. Bed- 
dard, Wolverhampton ; H. Collett, West Bromwich : 
W. H. Brooke, Handsworth ; W. 8S. Carless, Worcester ; 
T. Huband, Cheltenham; F. W. Barling, Ross; J. 
Martin, Wellington ; O. Hills, Leamington ; the Hon. 
Treasurer (Mr. T. J. Merrick, of Northampton), and the 
Hon. Sec. (Mr. H. J. Dawes, of West Bromwich. The 
following visitors were also present: Messrs. Carter- 
Potter, Malvern ; De Ville, Uttoxeter ; and A. B. Holland. 
Stourbridge. 

The Hon. Sec. announced the receipt of apologies 
from the following members: Professors M’Fadyean, 
Williams, Macqueen, Axe, and Dewar; Messrs. B. 
Freer, S. J. Marriott, J.S. Barber, F. W. Carless, J. F. 
Simpson, J. L. Barling, A. Hodgkins, W. G. Isom, H. 
Thackeray, J. R. Green, A. Green, R. L. Green, T. Spen- 
cer, H.S. Reynolds, J. Bainbridge, L. W. Heelis, W. 
Tart, A. Over, W. Carless, W. H. Pickering, and 
others. 

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS. 


Mr. J. T. Porrer Carter, Malvern, was nominated 
by the Hon. Sec. for membership of the Association. 

Mr. A. B. HOLLAND, Stourbridge, was nominated by 
Mr. Chambers. 

Mr. Rincer, Leamington, by Mr. Hills. 

The following gentlemen, duly nominated at the pre- 
vious meeting, were now elected members of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Concur, Kidderminster, proposed by Mr. Bar- 
ling, and seconded by Mr. Taylor. 

Mr. Der VILLE, Uttoxeter, proposed by Mr. Coe, and 
secondec by Mr. Trigger. 

Mr. ALLEN Burslem, proposed by Mr. Coe, and seeon- 
ded by Mr. Duckworth. 

Mr. BurnpreD, Hanley, proposed by Mr. Coe, and 
seconded by Mr. Prickett. 


TREASURER’S Report. 


The Hon. TREASURER produced his annual balance- 
sheet, duly audited and signed. Cash in bank on Jan. 
Ist., 1908, £118 1s. 1d. ; subscriptions and entrance fees, 
£48 ; bank interest, £1 18s. 7d. Total, £167 19s. 8d. 
Dr. subscription to Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, 
£5 5s. ; subscription to Sanitary Institute, £2 2s. ; sub- 
scription to Institute of Public Health, £2 2s. ; expenses 
of two delegates to Congress of Sanitary Institute at 
Bradford, £8 8s. ; expenses of one delegate to Congress 
at Liverpool, £4 4s. ; Secretary’s expenses, £20 12s. 2d. ; 


and Treasurer’s expenses, 14s. ; total, £43 7s. 2d. That 
left a balance in hand of £124 12s. 6d. 

There were at present 98 members of the Association. 
He was pleased to say that the subscriptions had come 
in better last year than previously. 

The PresipENT thought the report was a satisfactory 
one in every way, and revealed very careful management 
on the part of their treasurer. (App.) He moved that 
the balance sheet be adopted. 

This was seconded by Mr. Smith, and carried unani- 
mously. 

{LECTION OF OFFICERS. 

President.—Mr. Gooch said he had great pleasure in 

roposing Mr. T. HuBAND, of Cheltenham, an old mem- 
ler of the Association and a frequent attender at the 
meetings. (Applause.) 

Mr. Barling seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. HusBanp, in accepting the honour, said it had 
been conferred upon him quite ogres He appre- 
ciated it very highly, and promised to do his best to 
carry out the duties to the satisfaction of the members. 

Vice-President.— Mr. Trigger moved, and Mr. Prickett 
seconded, that Mr. CoLtert, of West Bromwich, be one of 
the vice-presidents. Carried. 

Mr. Malcolm proposed, and the Hon. See. seconded, 
that Mr. Taytor, of Birmingham, be another vice-presi- 
dent. This was also carried. 

The third vice-president, according to rule, is the re- 
tiring president. 

Hon. Treasurer.—The President proposed the re-elee- 
tion of Mr. Merrick as hon. treasurer, which was second- 
ed by Mr. Blakeway, and heartily agreed to. 

Hon. Sec.—Mr. Huband said that as he was to occupy 
the chair during the coming year he claimed the privi 
lege of moving the appointment of an honorary secre- 
tary. He had much pleasure in proposing that Mr. 
Dawes be re-elected, without whom he was sure the 
work of the Association would seriously suffer. (Hear, 
hear.) 

This was seconded by Mr. Trigger, who said it would 
be a great calamity if they were to lose the services of 
Mr. Dawes. (Applause.) The motion was carried 
unanimously. 

Auditors.—On the motion of the President, seconded 
by Mr. Burehnall, Messrs. W. 8. Carless and J. W. Coe 
were re-elected auditors. 


THE ELECTION TO COUNCIL. 


The Hon. Sec. read the following letter he had re 
ceived from Mr. Wartnaby, of Burton-upon-Trent : 


Primrose Hill, Burton-upon-Trent. 
February, 1904. 
Dear Mr. Dawes, 

A sudden attack of influenza I fear will ape my 
attendance at the annual meeting, and as I do not in- 
tend offering myself for re-election on the Council I feel 
it is my duty to give you the earliest intimation of my 
decision, so that the Midland Counties V.M.A. may have 
ample time to make any arrangements they may wish. 
I desire to take this opportunity of expressing my many 
thanks to the Association in’ particular, and also al 
other members of the profession whose votes have placed 
me in the honourable position I have occupied for the 
last eight years, whatever my short-comings as a men 
ber of Council may have been I can honestly say, I have 
at all times done the best I could according to my judg- 
ment to further the best interests of our profession. The 
past eight years have not been, I venture to think, un 
fruitful. Much has been done, much still remains to be 
done, and I feel convinced that the appointment of a 
younger and more energetic man in my place on t 4 
Council will also be a step in the right direction. Hop 
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ing you will have a very good meeting, | remain, yours 
very truly, 
GEORGE WARTNABY. 
Mr. H. J. Dawes, West Bromwich. 


The Hon. Sec. further stated that he had received a 
letter from Mr. T. W. Turner, of Sleaford, to the effect 
that the Lincolnshire Veterinary Medical Association 
had decided to nominate Mr. F. L. Gooch, of Stamford, 
asa member of the Council, and inviting this Association 
to support his candidature. 

Mr. WraGcé asked what this Association’s position was, 
Did they join with any other Association ? 

The Hon. Sec. said it had been their usual custom to 
co-operate with Yorkshire, Lancashire, and Eastern 
Counties’ Associations for the purpose of election to 
Council. Last year this Association was unable to join 
with the other associations for reasons which were known 
to the members, and he would like to know what they 
intended doing this year. Mr. Trigger, one of their 
oldest representatives, retired this year, as well as Mr. 
Wartnaby, the reason that their two representatives 
retired at the same time being due to the accident of the 
ballot. 

Mr. BLAKEWAY said they would all be exceedingly 
sorry to lose Mr..Wartnaby’s services. He suggested 
that they concentrate their efforts in‘ securing the re- 
election of Mr. Trigger, and he would go so far as to 
move a resolution to that effect. (Applause.) 

Mr. Wraae seconded, and said there was no more 
useful man on the Council to-day than Mr. Trigger. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. MaLcoLm supported this view, and said it was 
through Mr. Trigger that the finances of the College 
were so much better now than they were at one time. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Mr. TRIGGER, in reply, said he was greatly flattered 
by this mark of renewed confidence. He had thought 
that 14 years was enough to devote to the work, and he 
had seriously contemplated retiring in favour of some 
younger man, but after passing through some troublous 
times in the matter of finances they were now getting 
into smoother water, and he felt that before laying down 
the reins altogether he should like to see their position 
still more firmly established. He appreciated very 
highly the support he had received from the Lancashire, 
Yorkshire, and Eastern Counties’ Associations, and he 
still hoped to count upon their kind offices, but he 
thought it was not desirable, when there was no burning 
question before the profession, for several societies to 
run their candidates hand-in-hand. he first time that 
was done was upon the Charter question, and it was 
quite proper that they should co-operate to send to the 
Council men who would support certain views. The 
next time was over the education question, but there 
Was now nothing special before them. He had nodoubt 
the Midland Association would give a cordial support to 
the Yorkshire, Lancashire, and Eastern Counties’ Asso- 
Clations, assuming they approved of their nominees, but 

€saw no need for co-operation on the present occasion. 

The PrestpEnt endorsed Mr. Trigger’s remarks, and 
said his reputation as a member of Council for the past 
14 years would be enongh to secure his re-election. 
(Applanse.) 

e Hon. Sec. asked what they were to do in regard 
to Mr.Gooch. Although nominated by the Lincolnshire 
Association, Mr. Gooch was an old member and a past 
president of this Association. He was deserving of 
their support and would make a very excellent member 
of Council. (Applause.) 

Mr. Trrccer said Mr. Gooch would no doubt get the 
support of every member of this association, but as he 


Midland Association, and nothing more. There would 
be_one or two vacancies this time. 

Mr. Goocn, whom the President invited to speak on 
the subject, said that if he stood as the nominee of any 
society he should not like to be at the bottom of the 
poll, although he hardly expected to get elected at the 
first time of asking. He was not a candidate of his own 
choice, but at the request of the Lincolushire Society. 
At the same time, if he stood at all, it would be in the 
hope and belief that he would obtain the hearty co- 
operation of the Midland Association, even though it 
was unofficial in character. (Hear, hear.) 

After some further discussion it was proposed by Mr. 
Blakeway, and seconded by Mr. Burchnall, that Mr. 
Trigger be the official candidate of this Association ; 
that members be invited to give their individual support 
to Mr. Gooch, and that the Lancashire, Yorkshire, and 
Eastern Counties’ Associations be respectfully informed 
that this association could not see their way to co- 
operate this year, but that members of this Association 
be invited to give favourable consideration to any candi- 
dates they might bring forward, 


Proposep Visre or THE NATIONAL V.A. To THE 
MIDLANDs. 


The Hon, Sec. asked permission to mention a matter 
of some interest in connection with the National Veteri- 
nary Association. Last year, at Windermere, there was 
a strong feeling that it was time the Midlands invited 
the National to meet at Birmingham or some other 
place in the district. He was strongly pressed to invite 
them to hold their next meeting at Birmingham, but they 
had already been asked to go to Ireland, and they there- 
fore decided to accept the latter invitation. It was a 
long time since the National did meet in the Midlands, 
and he felt they were in duty bound to invite them 
again. He should like to propose that this Association 
invite the National Veterinary Association to hold their 
meeting at Birmingham in 1905. (App). 

Mr. Mason seconded. 

Mr. Huntine, Secretary of the National, said he was 

verfectly certain that the National would accept the 
invitation very cordially. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Triccer suggested that the matter should be 
brought forward again at the next meeting, and a small 
committee appointed to consider ways and means. 

Tue Vierorta BENEVOLENT FUND. 

The Hon. Sec. said that some time ago, be received a 
letter from Mr. Barrett, Secretary of the Victoria Veteri- 
nary Benevolent Fund, asking him to send a ecireular 
letter tomembers of this Association inviting them to 
become subscribers to the Fund. He (the speaker) did 
not think it right to send out such a circular without 
first testing the feeling of the members. At the same 
time, he was satisfied that it was a very praiseworthy 
cause, and that ‘it was doing a great and noble work, 
which was seriously restricted through want of money. 
He was quite ready and willing to do what Mr. Barrett 
suggested if the Association approved. 

The Presipent said he should like to see the sub- 
scription of this Association increased from five to 
ten guineas, Which latter sum they could well afford. 
Not more than about 500 members of the profession sub- 
scribed, which he thought was not a very creditable pro- 
portion. : 

Mr. BuaKEWAY spoke in terms of the highest praise 
concerning the work the Fund was doing, and men- 
tioned a case that had come under his own observation 
in which an old pract tioner had been literally saved 
from the workhouse by its agency. 


“et already stated he was opposed to any co-operation. 
Trigger) should put an address in The Voters 
mary Record stating he was the official candidate of the 


Mr. Wrace, Mr. Cramerrs, and others also spoke in 
support of the Fund, and 
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The PRESIDENT incidentally gave notice of his inten- 
tention at the next meeting of the Association to move 
that the subscription be increased to ten guineas. 

It was eventually resolved, on the motion of Mr. 
Blakeway, seconded « the Hon. Sec., that the circular 
suggested by Mr. Barrett be sent out to members of the 
Association. 

Matrers DEFERRED. 


The Hon. Sec. reported the receipt of letters from the 
Sanitary Institute and the Institute of Public Health 
inviting this Association to send delegates to their Con- 
gresses in July next. 

t On the motion of the President, the letters were 
ordered to lay on the table until the next meeting. 


A PROoTEsT. 


Mr. Cok produced a copy of a paper called Farm and 
Home containing a certain advertisement by a firm of 
instrument manufacturers. As they had supported that 
particular firm for a number of years, he thought they 
ought not to have published an advertisement of that 
character. 

The Hon. Sec. thought it was manifestly unfair that 
such a firm should advertise in that manner. He pro- 
posed that a letter be sent to them expressing in the 
name of this Association disapproval of the action of 
the firm in the direction indicated. 

Mr. Cor seconded, and said that if they continued to 
offend in that way they deserved to be boycotted by the 
profession. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Goocu said it was the same at shows. This par- 
ticular firm had a stand at most shows, and endeavoured 
to sell their goods to every farmer that attended. ° 

The motion was carried unanimously. 


THE POLITICS OF THE PROFESSION. 
Address by Mr. 8. C. TRIGGER. 


Mr. TRIGGER said he had no apology to offer for the 
subiect itself: if he had to apologise at all it would be 
for attempting to crowd into the short space of time at 
his disposal the numerous and important details it em- 
braced. After 14 years membership of the Council he 
could reasonably dan to have some idea as to how they 
stood—of what they had done and what they hoped to 
do. He had no desire to weary them with too many 
details of the past, but he must tell them something of 
a retrospective character to enable them to appreciate 
the views he proposed to propound; and with that object 
in view, he would first ask them to take their Register 
and glance through the various charters and bye-laws. 
The history of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons commenced in 1844 when the first Charter was 
obtained. The obtaining of that Charter afforded much 
food for reflection, and veterinary surgeons owed a deep 
debt of gratitude to that handful of men who, without 
any special influence or help, brought the Royal (‘ollege 
into being—Turner, eabein. Mayer, Dick, Sewell, 
Spooner, and Simonds. It was pleasant to know that 
their dear old friend Professor Simonds was still 
alive ; and it was also interesting and probably surpris- 
ing to many of them to know that he graduated on 
March 7th, 1829, which was 75 years ago next month. 
They all had nothing but the most kindly and affec- 
tionate remembrance of him. (Applause.) That Charter 
was obtained by those men to give veterinary surgeons 
recognition, but it did not protect their interests ; it 
gave them power to examine students and fix the nature 
of the examination, and take fees which in the aggre- 

te did not exceed 10 guineas. In that Charter, Queen 

ictoria said she desired to “ encowrage a design so laud- 
able.” If their designs were laudable at that time, he 


gave them power to appoint Fellows. It also men- 
tioned that they were possessed of funds, which they 
were now empowered to invest, whilst they were also 
given authority to acquire land. It also gave them 
power to appoint without examination a certain number 
of Foundation Fellows, so long as they had been 15 
years in practice and did not exceed 5 per cent. of their 
whole number. It also gave them power to appoint 
honorary and foreign associates, a power which they 
exercised at the present moment. tt also insisted on 


‘ their keeping a Register and appointing a Registrar, and 


it was now not necessary that the Secretary should be a 
member of the profession, as was the case under the 
first ( harter. Saale supplemental Charter was run 
through in 1879 for the express purpose of allowing 
them to take in the Highland and Agricultural certiti- 
cate men. Upto that time, the Highland and Agricul- 
tural Society were not only a teaching but also a licens- 
ing body, and their mea could become veterinary sur- 
geons independently of the Royal College. They made 
an arrangement with them, however, that if the Royal 
College would admit their certificated men they would 
cease licensing, and by that means they did away 
with what, with great respect, might have come to be 
regarded as a back-door into the profession. By this 
Charter, also, all voting for elections to Council 

was to be by ballot. Then there was the supplemental 
Charter of 1883, which gave them the power to raise 
the examination and admission fees to 13 guineas, and 
dealt also with the admission of foreign and colonial 
practitioners, on the paymeut of a fee of five guineas. 
and here arose a question which would have to be dealt 
with by the profession sooner or later, for by this 
Charter they were bound to admit foreign and colonial 

practitioners when it could be shown that their examina- 
tions were something equal to our own. Up to the 

present, they had had several applications, but never had 

one that did meet those requirements ; but if ever that 

was the case they had no option but to admit them. 

The 1883 Charter also defined some of the powers 

granted in previous charters which appeared to be 

doubtful, chiefly in regard to regulating examinations 


‘and making bye-laws. The last ( harter was granted in 


September, 1902, and the ninth clause of that Charter 
gave rise to a considerable amount of agitation and con- 
troversy. It gave power to increase the examination 
and admission fees from 13 to 20 guineas, and also three 
guineas for each additional examination of rejected 


students. Italso forbade that a Councilman should be 


eligible for election as an examiner, but he thonght 
there was nothing to prevent his acting in a case 0 
emergency (see Charter, page 53, clause 5.) Lt also 
abolished the 9th clause of the Charter of 1876, that 
none bit Fellows should be members of the Council, but 
one thing that remained was an absolute safeguard, 
namely, that Examiners must be Fellows of the College. 
He did not say that a Member was not equally as g 

a practitioner asa Fellow, but what was now demandec 
was that the Fellow should prove by examination that 
he had kept himselt well up in what may be termed the 
literature of the profession. The Charter of 1902 also 
provided that the President and six vice-Presidents, 
instead of being elected outside the Council must no“ 
be elected within. He ventured to submit, though he 
knew he would be opposed in this, that if even they ha¢ 
a new charter it ought to provide that the President 
should be elected for two years ; he was no sooner ll! 
office, and familiarised with the work of the Colles 
than he had to make way for somebody else. And wit 
regard to the election of vice-presidents, it was done < 
such a slip-shod manner as to reduce the whole thing 
anabsurdity. He would undertake to say that neither , 


certainly claimed that they were so to-day. (Hear, hear.) | Mr. Wragg nor Mr. Mason, both of them members | 0! 


They obtained a supplemental Charter in 1876, which | the Council, could write down the names of the six viee 
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presidents at the my moment. (Laughter.) He him- 
self could not tell them two. 

Mr. Wrace : I know four. 

Mr. Mason : I will be honest ; I don’t know one. 

Mr. TRIGGER, continuing, said the vice-presidentship 
ought to be a kind of aldermanic office, for men of ripe 
experience ; but as it was they were chosen in a hap- 
hazard style, and everything possible was done to save 
a ballot. The date of the annual meeting was also open 
to objection. The first Charter fixed it for the first 
Monday in May, but that was considered unsuitable 
and it was altered to the first Wednesday in June. That 
change waseven more disastrous, because three years 
out of four that was Derby day, and members were 
tempted to miss the business session and turn up at the 
banquet at night—perhaps. (Laughter.) That* was 
— matter, therefore, which he hoped would be 
altered. 

He wanted to pass on from the Charter to other 
subjects, and he would first refer to the Examining 
Committee and examination work. The first question 
he would ask was whether the examination was satis- 
factory at the present day? He was going to answer as 
a Councilman, that with one exception, it was abso- 
lutely satisfactory. That exception, however, was a 
serious one; he thought the preliminary educational 
examination was not sufficient. That had to do with 
bye-law 52, which was altered in 1901 on the proposi- 
tion of Professor McCall. It was a most important 
matter, and came on late, after many had been.compelled 
toleave. He (Mr. trigeet) moved that in view of its 
importance it should be held over until the next meet- 
ing, but in this he wasdefeated. The alteration in the 
bye-law accepted the certificate of Educational Institute 
of Scotland, and was taken advantage of by 75 per cent. of 
their students, which fact spoke for itself. He thought 
professional examinations were in the:nselves good, and: 
the fees—twenty guineas--were quite as much as they 
had a right to demand. The examination expenses 
were far too high; they were something appal- 
ling. He might be asked “ Why hold examinations in 
England, Ireland, and Scotland.” Well, they were 
obliged to do so by the terms of their Charter. He 
should like to see that altered. They were not only 
running Red Lion Square at considerable expense, but 
they were also obliged to hold these examinations at a 
cost of certainly not less than £40 incidental oe 
each time outside examiners’ fees. He should like to 
see the examinations held in one convenient centre for 
every class of student together, English, Scotch, and 
Irish schools. In other words, the students come to the 
examiners, and not send the examiners to the students. 

twas not an unreasonable proposition, would ensnre 
exactly same examination for all students, and would 
entail a very great saving of money. The next point 

upon which he wished to touch, and he must do so 
very delicately, was the number of their schools. Did 
they not think five were too many? There were the 

yal Veterinary College in London, Dick’s in Edin- 
burgh, and now also Dublin College, besides which there 
were two private institutions. They must all admire 

Private enterprise, and he would goa step further and 

say that the two private schools were admirably con- 
ducted, and reflected the highest credit upon the gentle- 

men who managed them. He thought, however, that 
they had a perfect right to ask that their veterinar 
schools should be State-endowed, but he did not thin 
any Government would endow schools that were in the 
ands of private individuals. He would suggest that 
| private schools be absorbed by the public schools by 
he aid of the State, and he moc F say dealt with ona 
Neral scale—in other words that the proprietors should 
amply compensated for any loss which such an 
“rangement might entail. He thought endowed schools 
™ in a position to offer their teachers higher 


salaries, and by that means command the very best class 
of men. Another question was whether a new dip- 
loma was necessary, and his answer was onahetielie 
No. It was very undesirable and would place many of 
them who had just entered the profession in an un- 
favourable light. Veterinary medicine and surgery 
which they were qualified to practice covered ali the 
ground that was necessary. Take the case of meat in- 
spectors: there was no expert meat inspector like the 
veterinary surgeon, and no one received such a thorough 
training in that direction as the veterinary student. The 
bacteriological experience which they obtained to-day 
qualified them for the post of meat inspector in a 
most marked degree, and their own Professor M’Fadyean 
was a perfect giant among pathologists. (Applause.) 
With regard to a University degree, it was very desir- 
able, if it was only practicable, but it would take a 
man some years to matriculate, and it was a question 
whether a man could afford this extra time in addition 
to the period required for his qualification. In that 
connection, also, they had to guard against the possi- 
bility of another licensing body being created, and that 
he was pleased to say the Council had amicably 
arranged. 

Questions of State and Municipal veterinary surgeons 
he would leave alone, as time would tell its own tale in 
that direction. Turning to the matter of scholarships, 
he reminded them that there were only three—the Steel 
Memorial, the Walley Memorial, and the Jubilee Memor- 
ial—particulars of which he proceeded to enumerate. 
His firm idea was that they all required augmenting, 
and the Jubllee Memorial, which was for the Post- 
Graduate, deserved special encouragement. With re- 
gard to registration, which was a matter of growing 
importance, he would only speak as an individual. The 
Registration Committee got so many complaints un- 
accompanied by evidence that they could not take much 
notice of them. It was no use a man complaining if his 
statement was not accompanied by some sort of evi- 
dence ; they could not deal with a complaint simply on 
the ipse dixit of a person who considered himself 
aggrieved. (Hear,hear.) Let the Council obtain any 
evidence of malpractices and they would not have the 
slightest hesitation in proceeding against the offender, 
no matter who he was. They were often asked about a 
man advertising when commencing practice in a new 
district. Well, this was his experience—-that the Regis- 
tration Committee never intestaned with a man putting 
a bare announcement in a local papers to this effect : 
“Mr. So-and-So, M.R.C.V.S., has commenced practice 
at such and such a place.” If nothing more than that 
was inserted, and the advertisement was withdrawn 
after a few weeks, the Registration Committee took no 
notice of it ; but they put their foot down most strongly 
in the case of any man canvassing—soliciting practice, 
as it was called. (Applause.) Then, again, there was 
exemption from juries. His own view was that it was 
just a question, if there should be any class exemptions 
(the present idea appeared to be to remove all the more 
‘ntelligent classes from jury service). Veterinary sur- 
geons had in daily practice to weigh and sift the report 
given them of every case, and no class of men could 
be greater experts in so doing. He claimed that 
so long as there were exemptions no body of men 
could put forth better and stronger claims than. the 
R.c.V.S. When President of the R.C.V.S. in, 1897 he 
waited upon the present Lord Chief Justice, then 
Attorney- Jeneral, and with the College Solicitor laid 
before him their claims for exemption. He (the speaker) 
felt very little or no doubt that whenever jury list was 
revised by Parliament, and if exemptions were granted, 
the veterinary profession would be relieved. As they 
were aware, a test case as to liability to serve Was now 
being taken, but it seemed just a question if the wording 
of the English jury list was as favourable to ns as the 
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Irish. If test case failed nothing could help us but Par- | butcher’s boy had to be taught how to do it, and his 


liamentary revision of jury list. _ 
With regard to the Army Veterinary Department, he 


_prentice hand was not always capable of producing in- 
sensibility at the first blow. He had seen a young 


wished to congratulate the profession on the great butcher strike an animal all over the head before ad- 


strides that had been made in that direction. The prefix 
“ Veterinary” had been dropped, and a man was now 
Captain or Major as the case might be, which he thought 


ministering the fatal stroke. He advocated the use 
of the Greener gun, which was safe and sure, and if only 
the municipal authorities would refuse to license slaugh- 


went far towards establishing the social status of the pro- | ter-houses where the most humane methods were not 


fession. (Applause.) That had been largely brought 
about by the efforts of the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons and such Associations as their 
own, and it was a result with which they could not fail 
to be pleased. 

They would naturally suppose that he would make 
some mention of finance, and ” must say he approached 
the subject with some amount of diffidence. During the 
sixty years they had been in existence they had only 
managed to accumulate about £7,500 in Consols, and 
they also possessed the College buildings, which cost 
about £6,000, but of that latter sum £4,300 was collected 


in force no legislation would be required. 

In conclusion, he ventured to claim that no profession 
_had made the same strides in the last few years as their 
(own. (Hear, hear.) They had stamped out foot-and- 
mouth disease, pleuro-pnewmonia, cattle plague and 
rabies, and brought about a 75 per cent. reduction in 
swine fever. He knew there were differences of opinion 
/as to what the Board of Agriculture had done for them. 
but for his part he believed their hope lay there. No re- 
presentation to Government, except it was made through 
the Board of Agriculture, would have much chance of a 
hearing. The veterinary profession had an honourable 


from the profession as the result of a special — | past, and he firmly believed there was a still greater 


That meant that as a College they had saved something 
like £9,000, which was not enough. Apart from the 
interest on their investments, all they had to depend 
upon was their fees from examinations. Their office 
expenses, not including examinations, cost them about 
£1,100 a year, so that they were really in no position to 
make any money atall. At the same time he believed 
the worst had passed, and if he might let them into the 
secret he would tell them that the £300 worth of Con- 
sols which they were some time ago obliged to realise 
would, he hoped, shortly be replaced. (Applause.) He 
did not desire to see them hoard up money unduly, but 
he should like the College to be a little better off, not 
only for the advancement of science, but also to enable 
them to maintain the position in the social and scientific 
world to which he believed they were justly entitled. 
(Applause.) He should also like to see the examiners 
better paid than they were at present, because their 
examiners often had to go away from home and leave a 
practice which was bringing them in far more than they 
received while working for the College. (Hear, hear.) 
The only way, so far as he could judge, in which they 
could raise the money they reyuired was, when they got 
a new Charter, to compel every new graduate to pay a 


future before it if the members would only be true to 
their own interests and to themselves, (Applause.) 


The PRESIDENT said that the able address to which 
they had just listened gave them plenty to think about 
and plenty to discuss, but he was afraid there was not 
much time left that day. He therefore begged to move 
that the discussion on Mr. Trigger’s address be adjourned 
till the next meeting. 

This was seconded by the Hon. See. and carried 
unanimously. 

THe Next PLace oF MEETING. 

Mr. HuBAND said he should like to invite the Associa- 
tion to hold their first meeting during his Presidency at 
Cheltenham, «here he should be pleased to welcome as 
many members as could make it convenient to attend. 
He moved that the next meeting be at Cheltenham. 

Mr. F. W. Barwrne seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 


Votes or THANKS. 
Mr. Huntrinc moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Trigger 
for his address, with much of which he heartily agreed. 
He should endeavour to attend the Cheltenham meeting, 


registration fee of say ten guinea instead of one guinea. 
He should prefer to see a registration fee of one guinea 

per year charged on all practitioners, but difticulties of | 
collection would be well nigh insuperable, and so he— 
proposed a registration fee of ten guineas, which Was | 
not too much to ask any man to pay upon entering one | 
of the learned professions. (Hear, hear.) He believed, | 
roughly speaking, that such an arrangement would | 
increase their income by about £1,000 per annum. 

There were one or two matters of outside interest to — 
which he also wished to allude, and one of those was 
the condition of colliery horses. He should like to see 
legislation introduced which would ensure the registra- 
tion of colliery horses so as to make them liable to 
Government inspection. He did not mean inspection 
by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to | 
Animals. (Hear, hear.) Without suggesting that those 
animals were subjected to any wilful cruelty, it was 
undoubtedly a fact that without proper supervision 
they were liable to neglect, and more especially to over- 
work. He believed, in saying that much, that they 
would have no opposition from the colliery proprietors, 
who, as a rule, were most careful as to the condition of 
their horses. (App.) 

The other outside topic was the humane slaughtering 
of animals. He anaes the time had come when the- 
public generally should demand a more humane method 
of slaughtering. If it was necessary that cattle should 
die for man to live, they might at least be killed as pain- 
lessly as possible. When an ox had to be pole-axed the 


when he should have something to say himself on the 
subject. 

Mr. Wrace, in seconding, said Mr. Trigger had 
evidently been at great pains to prepare the very inter- 
esting address they had just listened to. 

The vote of thanks was heartily carried, and Mr. 
Trigger suitably replied. 

A hurried but none the less cordial vote of thanks was 
also passed to the President for his services in the chair 
during the past year (proposed by Mr. Huband, and 
seconded by Mr. Carless) to which a brief response wa- 
made. 

This concluded the business portion of the proceedings. 


ANNUAL DINNER. 
Mr. Gippines presided. At the conclusion of at 
admirable repast a short list of toasts was gone through. 
“The King, Queen Alexandra, and the rest of the 
toyal Family,” submitted from the Chair, were first duly 
honoured. 
The PrestIDENT next gave “The [mperial Forces, 
briefly alluding to the connection between the vetermaty 
profession and the Army, coupling with the toast tHe 
name of Mr. A. W. Mason. 
Mr. Mason made a suitable response. are 
Mr. Merrick proposed “ The Royal College of Veter 
nary Surgeons,” and said they were all indebted to that 
excellent institution for the start they made 1” li 
They were distinctly flattered at having in their st 
representatives of the College, and he only hoped that 
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the present management would long be able to pursue 
the same line of action that had distinguished them in 
the past. ?~ IK: He coupled with the toast the 
names of Mr. R. C. Trigger and Mr. F. W. Wragg. 

Mr. TRIGGER, in reply, said it was always a pride and 

pleasure to him to find his name associated with a toast 
of such importance. He had, however, already occupied 
so much of their time earlier in the day that he would 
not discuss the problems which the toast suggested. 
He would content himself by thanking them for drink- 
ing his health. 
a Mr. Wrace, who also responded, blamed the previous 
speaker for leaving him in an unenviable position. Mr. 
Trigger had left to him the duty of covering such ground 
as he himself had missed ; but all he could say was that 
those topics with which Mr. Trigger had not dealt, were 
such as could reasonably be omitted altogether. (App.) 
He was delighted to have heard such an excellent ad- 
dress from Mr. Trigger, whose position as a member of 
Council made him well qualified to speak upon such an 
important question as the politics of the profession. 
(Ap lause), 

Mr. HwuNTING proposed “The Midland Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association.” 
tell them anything concerning the Society that they did 
not already know. — He had, however, the advantage of 
seeing the Society from without, as he did a good many 
other societies, and this much he could honestly say— 
that there was no Society whose meetings he enjoyed 
more than the Midland. (App.) They were, as a rule, 
oy successful, and the meeting that day had 

n no exception to the rule. He was glad they had 
taken an independent line of action in regard to the 
election of a representative to Council. It was his 
belief that a combination of three or four societies to 
secure the return of their own particular nominees as a 
rule gave chances to mediocrity which it did not deserve. 
It was, of course, more difficult for a man to become 
fairly and squarely a member of Council if he appealed 
to the suffrages of the whole profession as an 2 tina 
dent candidate, but it ame Hs happened that such a 
man, if successful, made the best member of Council. 
(Applause). He could not speak too highly of the 

nefits accruing from membership of a Society like 
this. Quite apart from the scientific and educational 
advantages, the social side was well worth cultivating. 
Before the days of these societies—and he could remem- 
ber the first of them starting—a practitioner who lived 


He was ata loss to | 


second to none in the United Kingdom. (Hear, hear.) 
The attendance at their quarterly meetings had not 
always been as satisfactory as it might have been, but 
there had lately been a revival. The attendance had 
not, however, improved to the extent it ought, and he 
hoped duriug the coming year to welcome a still greater 
percentage of members at their gatherings. (Applause). 

“The Visitors,” proposed in felicitous terms by Mr. 
Burchnall, responded to by Mr. Potter Carter, concluded 
the toast list. 


H. J. Dawes, /on. See. 


AN INDIAN “SNAKE-STONE.” 


In India snake-stones are highly prized and devoutly 
believed in. An enlightened native gentleman of 
Hyderabad recently gave several hundred rupees for 
one. Many years ago Sir J. E. Tennant acquired one 
and submitted it to Faraday for an analysis. Faraday 
reported that it was a fragment of calcined bone which 
after calcining had been filled with blood and again 
charred. 

One of these Indian snake-stones has lately been 
submitted to us in order that its alleged properties might 
be put to the test with South African snakes. The 
owner obtained the specimen in India, where he has re- 
sided for some years. He stated that he had witnessed 
the application of these talismans to natives who had 
been bitten, and that he was, in consequence of what 
he saw, a firm believer in their miraculous powers. 
When forwarding the stone to the laboratory . gave 
the following interesting account of the origin of these 
curiosities and of the manner in which one of them 
should be applied to a snake bite. He said : 

“T myself should never have become possessor of a 
snake-stone, or even been aware of the existence of such, 
had it not been for the fact that the man whom I em- 
ployed was obliged to use the stone im my presence to 
save his life ; and perhaps my personal influence with 
the aboriginal natives of that district induced him to 
part with the stone and other information about. it. 
These stones are prepared by religious hermits who live 
in the heart of virgin forests, and who give themselves 
up to vows of various kinds, in all of which charitable 
acts predominate. These mendicants give these stones 
to snake charmers as a guard and antidote against acei- 
dents, which often happen in their dangerous calling, and 
snake charmers in turn may give away these stones but 


within 10 miles of another nearly always had some- 
‘thing evil to say of him, and if he lived 20 miles away | 
he did not know him. Now all that was altered, 
and meetings like that were the chief connecting link in | 
that bond of brotherhood which he was happy to say. 
since sprung up. (Applause). In coupling with the | 
‘toast the names of the President and the Hon. Sec., he 
congratulated the former upon a very successful year of | 
ottice, and the Society upon the possession of such an 
energetic and painstaking permanent official as Mr. 
wes, 
The Prestpen'r, in acknowledgment, thanked Mr. 
unting for the complimentary manner in which he | 
ad referred to the Association. His year of office as, 
resident, which had now practically closed, had’ 
vertainly been a happy one, and he vacated the chair | 
With a good deal of regret. They had had meetings | 
uring the past twelve months at Nottingham, Birming- 
4m and Stafford, where some excellent papers had | 
Seen read, and he only hoped they had been entertaining 
as well as instructive. (Applause.) 
oct: Dawes also responded, and said it had been a_ 
feat Pleasure to him to act as Secretary to Mr. Gib-| 
at who always had the interests sf the Association | 
He —— to maintain a foremost place. (Applause.) | 
(the speaker) believed the Midlan 


‘gram, and had a specific cavity of 1850. 


eart, and whose sole desire was to enable the | carefu 


Association was, 


never sell them. ; 
The part bitten should be slightly moisened with 
water and the stone applied, the stone will adhere very 
firmly to the spot and after atime will drop off, having 
absorbed all the venom. If the stone be now quickly 
immersed in a small quantity of milk the poison absorbed 
by it will exude ne the milk will turn blue. (Nate/ 
Mercury, May 2nd, 1903).” ; 
The ‘snake-stone sent to us was a sinall object ot 
trapezoid shape, and measured 22x 15x5 mm, The 
upper surface was regular and slightly convex, the lower 
somewhat irregular and slightly concave. A fragment 
of a shaft of an adult femur would have a similar shape 
and curvature. The colour was jet black, and all the 
surfaces were highly polished. After remaining forty- 
eight hours in a dry atmosphere, the stone weighed 1.02 
When 

to the previously damped skin of the back of the hand 
it adhered to the surface, and this adherence increased 
from minute to minute. This power of the snake-stone 
to affix itself to the skin has doubtless been an impor- 
tant factor in establishing the popular belief in its sup 
posed powers ; the owners of these stones have, however, 
hy concealed the fact that these objects adhere to 

the skin of a person who has not been bitten by a snake 
just as strongly as to that of one who has been bitten. 
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The smooth fragment of a long bone taken from the re- 
mains of a horse which had been cremated was found 
to possess a similar property of adhering to the damped 
skin. This fragment of horse bone, although of a more 
compact structure than the snake-stone, had a specific 
gravity of 2,700 ; a piece of a long bone from some boiled 
mutton had a specific gravity of 2,000. 

The snake-stone was brittle, and showed a clean, 
smooth fracture ; the interior was of a uniform, dull- 


black colour. A small fragment effervesced with a_ 
mineral acid, leaving a combustible organic residue. It | 
seems reasonable to suppose that this snake-stone con- 


sists of a fragments of cremated bone, possible a sacred 
memento from a burning ghdt, which has absorbed 
sufficient fatty material to reduce its specific gravity 
below 2,000 ; the practice of placing the stone in mil 
after it has fallen from the patient doubtless leads to an 
accumulation of fat in its interior, thus lowering its 
specific gravity, and giving a greasy polish to its 
surface. 

The efticacy of the snake-stone was tested in the fol- 
lowing manner: A rabbit, weighing 1,838 grams, was 
injected subcutaneously with 0.00066 of a gram of the 
venom of the black mamba, dissolved in two or three 


drops of water. This snake is reputedly the most deadly — 


of the South African colubrines. Injected directly into 
a vein, this quantity of black mamba venom would have 
produced death ina rabbit of this weight in less than 
tive minutes ; given subcutaneously, however, it would 
not be quite sufticient, as a rule, to prove fatal. 


_ Previous to making the injection the surface for a few 
inches round had been shaved. After withdrawing the | 
needle, which in these experiments was inserted at right | 


angles and to a depth only just sufticient to traverse the 
integument, the skin was moistened and the snake-stone 
applied over the puncture. The stone became fixed to 
the skin and remained adherent for two hours and forty- 
five minutes, when it fell off during a movement of the 
animal. Death occurred three hours and forty-nine 
minutes after the injection, and symptoms of black 
mamba bite having been developed without any modifi- 
cation. A control animal weighing 1,913 grams was 
similarly shaved and injected with 0.00068 of a gram of 


the same venom—that is, with a proportionately equiva- 


lent dose ; no snake-stone or other reputed remedy was 
applied. The usual symptoms were developed, but in 


two hours they had passed off and the animal re-— 


covered. 

A rabbit weighing 1,191 grams was shaved over the 
flank and injected subcutaneously with 0.00178 of a 
gram of puff-adder venom. This quantity of puff-adder 
venom injected directly into the circulation should kill a 


rabbit of this weight in about two hours ; when injected 
subcutaneously, however, it is considerably less than a 
fatal dose. The snake-stone was applied, and at once 
adhered to the puncture. Death occurred forty hours 
after the injection, and upon examining the body the 
| stone was found to be still. firmly fixed in its original 
sition and to require some force to remove it, the super- 
cial layer of the cuticle becoming detached with the 
stone. The symptoms and post-mortem appearances in 
this animal were those of puff-adder bite ; in addition to 
the usual symptoms, however, it was noticed that the 
thigh over which the stone was fixed was maintained 
immovably flexed under the abdomen, passive extension 
could, however, be made quite easily and did not cause 
any pain. The suggestion was made that the presence 
of the stone clinging to the flank produced a mental 
effect upon the animal. The rabbit used as a control to 
this last experiment weighed 1,540 grams and having 
been shaved received similarly 0.0023 of a gram of the 
same venom ; in six jours’ time it had completely re- 
covered without developing any very severe symptom. 
Upon both the occasions on which the snake-stone 
was used, and immediately it left the skin, it was placed, 
in obedience to the ritual, “in a small quantity of milk.” 
No visible changes occurred in the milk, and the only 
change noticed in the stone was an increase in weight. 
Before use, in the first experiment, the stone weighed 
1.0235 gram ; after it had been removed from the milk 
and carefully wiped dry it weighed 0.11 gram heavier— 
that is, it had absorbed about one-ninth of its own weight 
of moisture. 
The slight power of absorbing fluids possessed by the 
snake-stone is doubtless due to its porous consistence 
and to the fact that it consists in part of animal charcoal. 
This property, feeble though it be, can be the only useful 
physical quality inherent in these objects. To apply 
suction instantly by the lips to a snake-bite would pro- 
| bably remove more venom in a few seconds than a piece 
| of charred bone could absorb in as many hours. It is 
| more than probable, however, that the exhibition of one 
of these mysterious objects produces in the patient a 
| mental attitude of “ belief in recovery,” and this psyeli- 
cal state greatly improves his chance. In rabbits it ap- 
pears probable that the mere presence of the clinging 
stone inspires fear rather than faith, and may thus pre 
vent rather than assist recovery. 
H. F.R.C.YV.S., 
Government Bacteriologist. 
W. Warkins-Pitcurorp, M.D., F.R.C.S.Eng.. 
Assistant Bacteriologist. 
The Laboratory, Pietermaritzburg, Natal. 
—British Medial Journal. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1903. 
Summary oF Returns, EnpiInG FEBRUARY 27, 1904. 


Foot- | Glanders | Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. 

Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out- | Slaugh- 

joreak: mals. [breaks| mals. [breaks mals. Dogs. Other breaks. tered * 

Week ended February 27, 1904 “ 2483 31, 4S | 27 236 

{ 1903 17 41 22. 40 26 67 

Correspouding week in / 1902 a 13 | 16 18 30 23 12 
| 1901 14 24 76 30 | 38 | 48 19% 

Total for weeks, 1904 188 256°] .. | 238 487 | .. | 237 1458 
| | 

1902 148 | 238 198 378 248 1072 

Corresponding period in 1902 es 145 | 240 -. 193 382 3 ee 290 s«1718 

1901 111 | 164 9 | 647 225 4296] .. 1 3391747 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, March 1st, 1904. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 
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SHEEP-SCAB PROSECUTION. 


At the Sessions for the Isaled Division of the County 
of Denbigh, held on Wednesday, Feb. 10th, John 
Roberts, of Pengwern Farm, Llansannan, was summoned 
for being in possession of a sheep which was suffering 
from scab, and which he neglected to report to the 

lice. 

Mr. Mosely prosecuted on behalf of the police, and 
Mr. A. O. Evans defended. 

Police-Constable Evan Williams, Llansannan, said 
that on the 14th January, he called the attention of the 
defendant to a ram on his farm suffering from scab. 
They examined it and found it was in a shocking scabby 
state. On the following day, Mr. Wynne, Denbigh, the 
inspector of the division under the sheep scab regula- 
tions, examined the animal. That was on the 13th 
January. Witness visited the place again on the 18th, 
and pointed out to the defendant that the sheep had 
been dipped since Mr. Wynne’s visit on the 13th. He 
called at Pengwern that morning, and found that the 
sheep were not in the enclosure he had directed the 
defendant to leave them in. He ultimately found them 
in the barn near some straw, but defendant told him 
that the ram in question was dead. 


The Chairman: You are right when you say under 
the Act, but there is a general rule. 

_Mr. Evans: You are well aware that under the pro- 
_ Visions of the Food and Drugs Act— 

Mr. Moseley : These proceedings are not taken under 
the Food and Drugs Act. 

__ Mr. Evans: T am quite aware of that. Proceeding, 
Mr, Evans argued that in this case the prosecution were 
trying to turn topsy-turvy the provisions of the Food 
and Drugs Act, and applying them to a case which 
came, if it came at all, under the provisions of the Con- 
tagions Diseases Animals Act, and when evidence of 
the character now sought to be introduced was of no 
value at all. 

Witness reiterated his statement that he sent the 
sample of wool to Prof. M’Fadyean at the instance of the 
Board of Agriculture. 

The Chairman ruled that the certificate given by that 
gentleman could not be admitted. 

Witness proceeding with his evidence, said he wrote 
to defendant to say that he had found parasites in the 
wool, and if he called on the following Wednesday he 
could see them. Defendant did call but, unfortunately, 
somebody had been meddling with the microscope and 
the parasite could not be seen at once. Afterwards, 
however, he found a parasite and showed it to defend- 


| 


Cross-examined, witness said that this particular 
sheep had been snffering from scab for eight or ten — 
weeks at least. Defendant had about 550 sheep. The 
custom in Llansannan district was to put in an animal 
suffering in this manner, and then let it out again before 
being properly cured. 

J.H. eane, veterinary surgeon, Denbigh, a Fellow 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and an 


ant. The latter remarked that he could see something, 
but nothing moving. He was then told that if he called 
in the evening he could see a better one, but he did not 
call. The ram must have been suffering for a considera- 
ble time, but was improving. It was his (witness) 
opinion that it had been treated-—in fact, defendant said 
that it had been very much worse. 

Cross-examined : Witness admitted that defendant 


Inspector of Contagious Diseases under the Denbigh- | 
shire County Council, said that on the 15th of last, 
month he received a letter from P.C. Williams asking | 
him to go to defendant’s farm on the following day. | 
He did so, and in the presence of the defendant and the | 
officer, examined a ram. He thought the case was a_ 
very suspicious one, and he took some of the wool and 
the crust attached away with him. Before doing so, 
the defendant asked him, ‘Do you think it is scab! 
He (witness) replied, “it is very suspicious.” On arriv- 
ing home, he examined the wool under a microscope, 
and then wrote out a certificate. He also sent a letter 
to the defendant stating that he had found parasites. 

In order to be perfectly clear, he sent the wool to 
London to be examined— 

Mr. Evans objected to any reference to London or any 
examination made therein. 

Witness pr oceeding, said he also found a small abscess 
on the ot of the ram, out of which he took some | 
matter away with him. | 

Mr. Moseley proceeded to question witness as to his | 

aving sent the wool to the Veterinary College at 
London, but— 

Mr. Evans objected to the admissibility of any evi- | 
dence of that sort. 

Witness ; 1 sent it to the Board of Agriculture in the 
first Instance, and Mr. Cope, the head of the Veterinary 

partment there— | 

Mr. Evan: One moment, Mr. Wynne. That. is not | 
evidence, and the only evidence we can go upon is your 
Own certificate, 

Ithess, amidst protestations by Mr. Evans, and in- 
terrn tions from the Bench, managed to state that the 
‘alnple was sent back from the Board of Agriculture with 
‘request that it be sent to the Principal of the Royal 

¢terinary College. In accordance to that, he sent it to- 

tof. M’Fadyean, whose certificate— 

fore Mr. Wynne could finish his sentence, Mr. 

vans again protested. The only certificate that could 


a case reported by the police. 


denied the existence of scab. When he suspected the 
existence of scab he took all precautions, because it was 
a very serious matter for the farmers. He could at ence 
certify whether a case was one of scab or not, but where 
proceedings were likely to follow he never did so until 
after a microscopic examination, and until he found 
parasites, which was an absolute proof of seab, ; 

Mr. Evans : Why did you not take a microscope with 
you to the defendant’s farm to examine the ram ¢ 

Witness : | never do; and it is not right to expect a 
veterinary surgeon to do so. 

Mr. Evans : But what is right for one veterinary sur- 
geon is right for the other, is it not! 

Witness : Well, you cannot do it ; you cannot carry a 
microscope with you about the country. 

Mr. Evans : But I have two veterinary surgeons here 
that will swear point blank, and who had their micro- 


| — with them, that the ram did not suffer from scab, 


Witness: And I will swear point blank that it did 
(laughter.) I went there to examine it in the ordinary 
course of my duty, but they went there with a micro- 
scope. 

Mr. Evans: Don’t you think it would be fairer to- 
wards the defendant if you had gone there with the 
microscope 

Witness : It is not the practice to do so. 

Mr. Evans: But the other two veterinary surgeons 
did so. 

Witness: Yes, but the defendant might ask Mr. 
Hughes and Mr. Howatson to go to the house, but would 
not ask me. You must have proper light to do this kind 

Replying to further questions, witness said he laal 
taken wool from other sheep during the month. — If the 
ram had been with the sheep all the summer they would, 
undoubtedly, have been affected with scab ; but he did 
not find another animal suffering from it. If he had 
any doubt about a case it was his custom to take a 
sample of wool to his surgery, and he did this always in 

During January he visi- 
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ted 15 or 20 cases, and took five samples of wool at least 
to the surgery. 


Re-examined, witness said that defendant had been | 


his client ever since he came to Denbigh to start prae- 


tice, and in reporting the existence of scab he had only | 


carried out what was strictly his duty without fear or 
favour. That he had done in the most conscientious 
manner. 

David Evans, a pupil with the last witness, gave evi- 
dence as to the microscopic examination, and the miss- 
ing parasite which the defendant had come to see. 

P.C. Lewis, Trefnant said that on the 15th Mr. Wynne 
showed him parasites in the wool. 

This den the case for the prosecution. 

Mr. Evans, in opening the case for the defence, said 
there would be flat denial to the charge. The defendant 
would never have come into court unless he had been 
justified by the oath of two respectable veterinary sur- 
geons in the persons of Mr. W. F. Hughes, Denbigh, and 
Mr. T. C. Howatson, St. Asaph. So far as the prosecu- 
tion was concerned the case rested entirely upon the 
evidence of Mr. Wynne. The evidence given by the 
other veterinary surgeons would prove conclusively that 
the ram was not sutfering from scab on the 15th, and 
the evidence of P.C. Evan Williams and P.C. Lewis was 
really of no account. 

The Chairman said the Court would have to depend 
on the evidence of Mr. Wynne for the prosecution, as the 
— of the other witnesses was of no importance at 
all. 

Mr. Evans: Then | will make no reference to that 
evidence. Continuing Mr. Evans said the defendant 
was a most respectable farmer, and had never before 
been accused of having sheep scab on his farm. 

The Chairman said it was hardly any use for Mr. 
Evans to go into any details in his opening address if he 
intended to call evidence. 

Mr. Evans: But it is usual to say what the nature of 
the evidence is. 

The Chairman : Quite so, but I would very much like 
to see addresses of advocates in cases before a court of 
summary jurisdiction abolished altogether, because they 
are not of very much use. 

Mr. Evans : I am quite willing, sir, if you apply the 
rule to both sides. 

The Chairman: Of course. I must say that we shall 
be guided by the evidence, and not by anything you 
say now. 

Mr. Evans: Very well, sir, [ will call evidence. 

The defendant then entered the box. He said he had 
farmed Pengwern for the last ten years. He had 550 
sheep, all born and bred on the land ; and within his 
knowledge, there had never been a case of scab amongst 
the flock. The ram in question had been on the moun- 
tain during the summer, and had got into a very low 
condition. Recently it was brought home, put in and 
fed with the wethers on Indian corn, oats, hay, and 
turnips. When the police ofticer and Mr. Wynne visited 
his place, he absolutely denied that the ram was suffer- 
ing from scab. Other sheep with which the ram had 
been running were examined, but none of them were 
found to be suffering from the disease. On receiving 
the letter from Mr. Wynne, he went to Denbigh, and 
was asked by Mr. Wynne to look through the micros- 
cope. He did so, and found something, but could not 
see it moving. When he went there first Mr. Wynne 


could not find the parasite, but after some time, dis- | 
covercd what he said was another parasite. He (witness) | 


had_not brought any foreign sheep on his farm. 
Mr. W. F. Hughes, veterinary surgeon, Denbigh, said 


Mr. T. C. Howatson, veterinary surgeon, St. Asaph. 
They examined the animal carefully aud traced its 


history. They also examined other sheep {which were | 


' stated to have been affected. They examinedthe wool of 
| the animal with the microscope. 

Mr. Evans: Was there any trace of scab on the ram! 
—No, I could not see any trace of it. 

Are you prepared toswear that there was no scab on 
the 15th, when it was seen by Mr. Wynne ?— Yes, there 
‘could not possibly have been scab. 

Witness proceeded to state that the ram suffered from 
| pimples on the back, but this was the result of heating of 
the Plood. The animal having been in a low condition, 
' was taken into a warm place, and fed with nutritious 
food. The inevitable result of that would be loss of 
wool, and patches of pimples or abscesses. He and Mr, 
Howatson took matter from the pimples, and placed it 
under the microscope. 

Mr. Evans: And did you find any parasites !—No, 
none at all. 

Are you prepared to stake your reputation that. this 
animal was not suffering from scab ?—It was not suffering 
from scab. 

Supposing there had been a parasite on the animal on 
the 15th, would there have been a dead parasite on. the 
21st, after dipping in the meantime !—Yes it would have 
been shrivelled up, but it would be found round and 
about the wool. 

You guarantee the Court and stake your reputation 
that there was no scab at all on the 15th ?——No, there 
could not have been seab. 

At this stage, a piece of the skin of the ram was 
exhibited, and carefully examined by the magistrates. 

Mr. T. C. Howatson, veterinary surgeon, St. Asaph, 
and an inspector for contagious diseases in the County of 
Flint, corroborated Mr. Hughes’ evidence in every par- 
ticular, but augmented it by some interesting points. It 
was quite an ordinary thing for a sheep having been 
treated like the ram in question to lose its wool, and 
suffer from abscesses, which would give it a scabby ap- 

earance. The ram was really suffering from a sort of 
inflammation of the glands. 

Mr. Evans: Were there any dead parasites when you 
examined the ram on the 21st?—None whatever. [i 
fact, there was no sign of scab. 

And are you prepared to stake your reputation that 
there was no scab on the ram on the 15th !— Yes, quite. 

Cross-examined, witness said he took the piece 0! 
skin produced from the dead ram. This was on 
second visit and not on the 21st, when the ram was 
alive. He had been inspector under the Fintshir 
County Council for five years. 

Asked what was the procedure in Flintshire as to seal 
witness said the police brought the inspectors a piece 
of wool, and if parasites were discovered, they certified 
scab. 

Mr. Moseley: That -is a very loose way of dom 
business, is it not! No, a very good way, m my! 
opinion. 

What! Do you certify scab when you do not see the 
sheep /-—-But the police see it. 

Do you agree with Mr. Wynne that the very fact 0! 
parasites having been seen on the 15th, clearly show 
that the sheep suffered from scab /—There is nothing 
that will ccnvinee me that parasites were fornd on that 
sheep onon the 15th. There was no scab, .\_ parasite 
in the wool does not prove that a sheep is sufferit 
from scab. It must burrow into the skin before the 


c ud not have suffered from sca 
he saw the ram on the 21st January, in company with — 


disease is set up. Parasites may get into the wool hy 

the sheep rubbing against a gate or a post. 
The Chairman: You are quite clearly of epiuoti 
the condition of the sheep on the 21st, that it cou" 
on the 15th don't think 


frou! 


it would. 
Are you clear about it [am quite sure. 
Are we to understand that it is possible to_ tind Ve 
sites present, and yet no scab !— Yes, before the pare" 
burrow into the skin. 
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The Chairman : Have you seen the parasite shown in 
the microscope !—Yes. It does not look like one. 

At this point, Mr. Wynne got up excitedly in the well 
of the court, and appealed to one of the magistrates 
(Dr. Watkin Davies) to examine the parasite. 

Mr. Moseley : But Mr. Hughes admitted in evidence 
that it was a parasite. 

The Chairman : Are you satisfied that itis a parasite? 

Witness : I admit it 1s a parasite, but there are only 
the legs there. 

Mr. Wynne (warmly): Then why don’t you admit it 
in astraightforward manner ¢ 

The Bench then retired to consider their decision. On 
re-appearing in court, 

The Chairman said they had given careful considera- 
tion to the case. It was impossible to say how to get 
over the tremendous discrepancy between the evidence 
of the three professional witnesses, and the bench were 
not going to attempt to get over it. There was great 
difference in their views ; and although the bench did 
not tind fault with anyone, they must say that the 
weight of evidence, however, was so strong against the 

rosecution, that they were called upon to give the 
fenefit of the doubt to the defendant. The case, there- 
fore, would be dismissed. (Applause). Again, he wished 
to say that they did not cast blame on anybody con- 
cerned.—The North Wales Times. 


Horse-Sickness in Natal. 


Dr. J. F. Elliott, of Verulam (Natal), recently read a 
paper before the Inanda Agricultural Association, in 
which he advocated the employment of a clinical 
thermometer in stables the first thing in the morning 
asa matter of every-day routine. From practical obser- 
vation he had been led to conclude that fatal “horse 
sickness ” was in the main nothing more or less than 
acute pneumonia. The latter was commonly due to 
horses being worked when only considered a bit “ off 
colcur,” though really suffering from fever ; or, if recog- 
nised to be ill, being foolishly exposed to chills. Mos- 
4uito-borne fever, of Malarial type, had been shown to 
be common by Dr. Watkins-Pitchford, but in itself 
was not the immediate cause of death in horse-sickness. 


Docking a Horse’s Tail. 


At Llandovery Petty Sessions on Friday, Feb. 25th, 
Inspector William Bowyer, Royal Society for the Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Animals, summoned David Lloyd, of 

olgarreg Forge, Llanwrda, blacksmith, for cruelly ill- 
treating and torturing a horse by docking it, contrary 
to the Cruelty to Animals Act, 1849. John Davies, of 

enlan, farmer, and William Davies, of Dolgarreg Forge, 

lacksmith’s assistant, were also summoned for aiding 
and abetting. 

From the evidence it appeared that Police-sergeant 
Deans was passing the forge on the way to Llanwrda, 
and noticed blood coming out from under the door. On 
approaching the stable te saw the defendant Lloyd 
tying a string around the horses’s tail near the wound 
Where it was cut. The stable floor was covered with 

ood, and had the appearance of a slaughter-house. 

he blood was running loom the tail like a tap, and the 
Dae was shivering, and ye to be in great pain. 

' endant Lloyd admitted to the Inspector that he 
Breed the tail on a block of wood, and put a scythe on 

¢ tail, and struck it with a piece of iron. 

P or the defence it was submitted that no unnecessary 
tuelty had been caused through the docking, which had 
certifi rmed in a humane and skilful manner by a 

ee farrier under the Royal Society of England. 

0 — recovered its usual health within three or 
all th ys.—The Magistrates dismissed the cases against 

e defendants.—- Western Mail. 


A Veterinarian’s Mistake. 


One hears a good deal about the errors in judgment, 
etc., made by Medical Officers of Health ia Sanitary 
Inspectors in dealing with meat cases, but seldom have 
we come across anything like the following, the facts 
being vouched for by an old and much-esteemed friend : 

A member of a north country Butchers’ Association 
in a waggon of cattle consigned to him, found on arrival 
one of the animals lying dead, and of course decided to 
put ina claim. Before doing this, however, he called in 
a veterinary surgeon to examine the animal and report 
as to the condition of the organs ete. Following upona 
careful examination the vet. reported th+t he had come 
to the conclusion that the animal had died from injuries 
received in transit, adding by way of professional detail 
a remark to the effect that the animal had recentl 
calved, and that the caif bag was very much diseased. 
On hearing this the butcher naturally felt very much 
surprised, as the beast examined was a bullock! On re- 
covering his usual equanimity he drew the attention of 
his professional adviser to the actual sex of the animal. 
The surprise was with the vet. then, but he scientifically 
explained the “mistake” by observing that he must 
have taken the lobe end of the stomach for the calf bag ! 
Whether the explanation can be considered perfectly 
satisfactory or not, we leave our readers to judge.— Meat 
Trades’ Journal. 

[We doubt the truth of this little tale.—-Kd. 


Veterinary Services Appreciated. 


The Provost said he observed from the minutes that 
the Council had appointed a V.S. in room of Mr. Law- 
son, who had resigned. He thought that Mr. Lawson 
deserved the thanks of the Council for the manne in 
which he had carried out his duties when he was the 
V.S. He knew that on two occasions Mr. Lawson had 
saved the town a considerable sum of money in connec- 
tion with cases of supposed pleuro-pneumonia, as he 
proved it was not pleuro-pneumonia at all. But for his 
advice a considerable number of animals would have 
had to be killed at the expense of the town, His advice 
in connection with their horse-purchase transactions 
was also good. They were selling a horse at £14 which 
he had condemned when it was brought to the town, 
and if they had taken Mr. Lawson’s advice on that 
matter they would have saved a great deal of money. He 
moved that the Council thank Mr. Lawson for the way 
in which he had carried out his duties as burgh V.S. 

Bailie Whyte, in seconding, said that Mr, Lawson had 
been veterinary surgeon for the burgh for a consider- 
able number of years, and he had always proved him- 
self a capable official. The motion was agreed to. 


Edinburgh V.M.S.- Annual Dinner. 


The annual dinner was held in Edinburgh on Friday 
evening, 26th inst., Professor Henry Taylor, president, in 
the chair, supporting him were Principal Owen Williams, 
P.R.C.V.S., Dr. Jas. Hunter, Dr. D. Chalmers Watson 
and some thirty members. After the Royal toasts were 
given from the Chair, Dr. Hunter proposed that of “The 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons,” to which 
Principal Williams replied. Dr. Watson proposed the 
toast of “ The Edinburgh V.M.S.” the President mp og 
Office Bearers” by Mr. Joe Sheffield, repliec to by 
| Messrs. H. Laycock (secretary), and H. A. Turner 
(librarian), concluded the toast. list. During the re- 
mainder of the evening an interesting programme of 
‘songs, violin solos ete. by different members of the 
‘Society was gone through, each of the items being well 


| 
| received. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE A.V.D. AND THE NEW WARRANT. 


Sir, 

In your issue of January 9th ‘‘ Observer,’’ in an article 
under the above heading, draws attention to two points in 
the new Warrant which are causing a great deal of soreness 
amongst a large number of officers in the Department, 
though I venture to think he hardly puts his case lucidly 
enough to be thoroughly understood by his civilian con/rére 
who has already done so much to assist the A.V.D. 

As already pointed out, the senior officers have done them- 
selves proud, and the junior ranks have been duly studied, 
lest recruiting should be dull, but how do the Captains and 
Majors fare ? 

I think if I quote a paragraph of your correspondent’s 
letter with certain alterations it may perhaps be better 
understood. ‘‘Owing to the new rule whereby Colonels 
can serve on till they are 57, some of the present Lieut.- 
Colonels can actually hold administrative rank for 16 years, 
and the average for present Lieut.-Colonels works out to 10 
or 11 years as administrative officers.’’ The words in italics 
are mine. 

This means in plain English that those fortunate officers 
who have been promoted so Lieut.-Colonels under 20 years 
service can hold a position equal to that of a Colonel of a 
Regiment for four times as long, and thus absolutely ruin 
the chance of those coming after them of gaining one of the 
plums of the service, and force them after long and good 
service to retire on a much lower pension. Is this fair, and 
would it be tolerated for a moment in a Regiment? This 
question I put, sir, to you and your readers with every confi- 
dence in your decision, 

The other sore point is the promotion of four Lieutenants 
during the South African war over the heads of 12 or 14 
other Lieutenants, and the action of the authorities, whilst 
acknowledging the unfairness of this ‘‘ pucca’’ promotion 
by introducing brevet rank, in deliberately inserting a clause 
whereby these officers, junior in rank, service, and age, 
may absolutely ruin the prospects of those over whose heads 
they have had the good fortune to pass. They do not 
grudge a brother officer his luck on getting on to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief’s staff with its certain reward at the end, 
or another his good time at a coast town club whilst others 
were on trek, but they do naturally resent their prospects 
being absolutely ruined, and it means this, that if these four 
officers are promoted to administrative rank out of their 
turn without any other reason than their good fortune in 
South Africa, that those 14 officers will leave the service at 
the end of their 20 years because, through no fault of their 
own, their prospects have been blighted, and they can do 
much better by taking their pensions and going into private 
practice. 

I concur with your correspondent regarding a time limit 
foradministrative rank with one exception—I think a Lieut.- 
Colonel should hold his rank for four years in the same way 
as a Lieut.-Colonel of a Regiment, and if at the end of this 
time he is promoted Colonel he should have a further three 
years, or a total of seven years in the administrative grade, 
which would give more opening to those below and much 

less dissatisfaction. A Faruer. 


PROPOSED TESTIMONIAL TO PROFESSOR 
HENRY POWER. 
Sir, 

With this object in view a fund has been opened by the 
students at the College, and the Committee, feeling that 
there are many past students who would gladly assist in 
making the proposed testimonial a fitting one, wish to say 
that any contributions, however small, will be gladly re- 
ecived and acknowledged in The Record by the Hon. Sec. 


Amount already acknowledged £6 5 0 
J. H. Hulseberg, Esq., Prince’s Risborough 


Further contributions te the above Fund are much needed 
if it is to prove a success. W. A. Broap, Hon. Sec. 
Royal Veterinary College, 
Camden Town, N.W., 


! 
SIDEBONES. 
Sir, 

Most veterinary surgeons I think would have said, until 
recently, that there ought not to be any difference of 
opinion as to the existence of sidebone. One cannot believe 
that four out of the nine veterinary surgeons who examined 
the horse at the R.A.S. Show could be hopelessly wrong. Is 
it not possible that the difference of opinion was due to the 
sense of touch, other things being equal, 

There is a state of things which has been described by 
Prof. Axe as ‘‘indurated cartilages’’ and by others as 
‘* incipient sidebones.’’ I think it is in distinguishing these 
cases that often depend on the delicacy of the tactile sense 
that differences of opinion occur. The cartilage may be 
rigid at the bottom and half way up, and yet flexible at its 
edge. Of course those who pass such horses hold a strong 
position, for frequently it may be a long time before they 
cause lameness, even if they ever do. And yet I think, 
with Mr. Dixon of Margate, that putting all extraneous 
influences on one side there ought to be no differences of 
opinion as to the existence or non-existence of sidebones, 
but I may be wrong. 

Is there not also a difference of opinion among the 
members of the profession as to the best way to examine 
a horse for sidebone. Personally, I know which way I like 
best.—Yours truly, G. M.R.C.V.S. 


ON THE AGE AND STANDING OF DISEASE. 
Sir, 

In my humble opinion there is no possible doubt that a 
horse may become a roarer suddenly and with no apparent 
reason to account for it. I have asked many trainers of 
racehorses, and without exception they agree as to this. 
When we consider that these gentlemen have charge of 
horses from their yearling days, and see them canter and 
gallop fast almost daily, their opinion is entitled to every 
respect. Mr. John Porter very kindly writes me as follows: 
My experience is that a horse may become a roarer without 
any apparent cause. Ormonde, for instance, who during 
the time he was in training never was ill for a day, turned 
roarer all at once. 

Mr. J. Cannon, Mr. Sherwood, and many others have 
also mentioned well known horses in their charge whicl 
were quite sound one day and within a few days, without 
any illness to account for it, went wrong in their wind. The 
importance of this matter being placed on a firm basis must 
be my excuse for rushing into print. —Yours faithfully, 

W. E. Livocx, M.R.C.V.S. 

March House, Newmarket. 


“OUR ENEMIES.” 
Sir, 
The motion to amend the Bill of the Kettering Urbav 
District Council by leaving out the Veterinary Inspector 's 
only,one of the numerous actions of the Board of Agt- 
culture to undermine the veterinary profession. Many ° 
the laymen employed by the Board of Agriculture 
are now adopting a system of snubbing the veterinary si 
geons and harassing them through the medium of police 
constables on every available opportunity. It is interesting 
to notice how dependent the Board of Agriculture Is 7 
veterinary surgeons for the necessary information . 
forward as having originated in what they are please‘ 
call their own fertile brains. No opportunity !s missed te 
suck the brains of veterinary surgeons for their own —_ 
How long is this system going to last? What ane ou 
representatives iu Council going to do ?—Yours — | 
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